Introduction
In 1980 Gong Hwang-cherng brought together a large body of potential cognates among Chinese, Tibetan, and Burmese, with an eye to tracing the development of the vowels in these three languages form a putative common ancestor (Gong 1980 (Gong /2002 .
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Fifteen years later Gong refined his analysis focusing on the final consonants as well as the vowels and adding Tangut comparisons (Gong 1995 (Gong /2002 . In both papers Gong employed the Old Chinese reconstructions of Li Fang-kuei (1971 Fang-kuei ( , 1974 Fang-kuei ( -1975 
